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SUBJECT: POLITICAL ATMOSPHERE DURING INAUGURAL PERIOD 
REF : SANTO DOMINGO 3342 

1. SITUATION IN SANTO DOMINGO RETURNED TO NEAR NORMAL 
LAST FEW DAYS FOLLOWING CENTER-CITY SHUTDOWN OF AUGUST 12. 
HOWEVER, THERE HAVE BEEN NUMEROUS ARRESTS - IN THE 
HUNDREDS - OF LOW-LEVEL MILITANT OPPOSITIONISTS SUSPECTED 
OF ORGANIZING THE STRIKES. 

2. SANTIAGO ACCORD PARTIES ARE GOING AHEAD WITH PLANS 
FOR "DAYS OF SILENCE" AUGUST 15 AND 16 AND HAVE REQUESTED 
ALL THOSE OPPOSED TO PRESIDENT BALAGUER TO REMAIN IN 
THEIR HOMES. AS OF 1 1 A.M. AUGUST 15, HOWEVER, SITUATION 

IN SANTO DOMINGO WAS APPARENTLY TRANQUIL - WITH STORES 
OPEN, TRAFFIC NEAR NORMAL AND PEOPLE ON THE STREETS. 

DESPITE RUMORS THAT MORE RADICAL ELEMENTS OF THE SANTIAGO 
ACCORD WERE CONSIDERING TURNING THE "DAYS OF SILENCE" 

INTO A GENERAL STRIKE, THIS HAS NOT OCCURRED. 

3. COMMENT: EFFECTIVENESS OF "DAYS OF SILENCE" WILL BE 
HARD TO MEASURE, AS AUGUST 16 IS NATIONAL HOLIDAY 
(RESTORATION DAY) AND AUGUST 15, ALTHOUGH OFFICIALLY A 
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GOVERNMENT DURING WHICH PRO-GOVERNMENT CITY COUNCIL OF 
SANTO DOMINGO HAS EXHORTED MERCHANTS TO KEEP THEIR STORES 
CLOSED. AT THIS JUNCTURE, VIOLENCE SEEMS UNLIKELY, ALTHOUGH 
GIVEN THE CURRENT STATE OF OPPOSITION FEELINGS, SOME 
ACTS OF VANDALISM COULD OCCUR DURING THE INAUGURAL PERIOD. 

HURWITCH 
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